                                     Looped Raffia Bag 
                                      by

                Nadine Anderson- Spring 2016
A relatively quick make taking about 3 hours in total creating a lightweight bag that can have long or short handles. I used mine to carry my lunch and documents and crochet project to a BA meeting and there was plenty of room for more as the looped fabric stretches.

Up to this point my looped work has been worked without a mould or former but I used a pin-board to set up the size of vessel and to aid control over the fabric of loops as you create them. 

1.Set up a line of cord across the long edge of the board and then tie length of raffia to the left side and using a blunt bodkin needle or elastic threader to create a row of loops by going over the string and through itself then each following loop threads into the previous one .Use two fingers as a size for each loop for a more open fabric, one finger for a denser fabric.
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2.On reaching the end of the cord form a second row of loops into the first row on the other side of the board and each new loop links into the previous loop as well as the original row; yes it is a little like crochet but you have to tie new lengths of raffia as you work. I use a fisherman's knot where each end granny knots about the one another so sliding and locking each other in place.
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3. Work from left to right creating rows always interconnecting new loops with last just made on the same row as well as looping into the previous row. Keep the size of loops regular and you can pin them here and there to the board to help control tension and fabric roll/curl.
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4. The number of rows you create effects final depth BUT remember like a string bag it will expand and can end up twice it's depth and then look out of proportion.*More on this later when handles are discussed. Change colours if you want to have stripes and if you use a different material say ribbon, string or strips of leather it will alter the fabric weight and how it lays so play with small samples before committing to big project.

5. I used a final row of loops with half hitch knots which stabilizes fabric but isn't essential. Grade down the size of loops on the final row so you don't have a big obvious step( a little like coiling). Secure final end well with several knots and not cutting end too short. I left mine quite hairy and left 1/2 inch ends at every node/join.
6. The handles are made by creating lengths of 2 ply cordage. Two groups of equally weighted material clipped to a shelf or back of chair for tension, stand amid the two groups held open at an angle of 90 degrees and right hand twists away from you then lifts across to the left as the left group passes beneath, back to open at 90 degrees and the new right twists away from you then simultaneously passes over top of left. Keep tension and angle and weight of group constant adding in or reducing as necessary and making long enough to form one continuous handle that travels beneath bag and up each side forms handle then back down bag under to the other side to repeat; like a cats cradle.

I had approximately 2 fathoms length and a decent overlap so the rope can be opened and threaded through itself at intervals,it is the handle that weaves vertically through the fabric of bag and beneath that takes the weight of anything you are carrying inside it.
If you don't like rope you could make a round 4 strand plait(sennet) or flat 3,4,5 strand plaits.

The bag scrunches up and is lightweight to carry inside another bag and a good way to learn interconnecting looping techniques.
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Final row of loops with a half hitch knot.
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Finished bag with handle placement detail
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My son Johnny demonstrating the bag in action 

Any queries email Nadine Anderson and happy looping.

elybasketmaker@gmail.com
